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Part Six: Does God Know What He’s Doing? (Rom. 9-11)
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Skeptics often ask, “Why does is seem like there are two different gods in the Bible - one in the
Old Testament, and another in the New?” To the casual reader of Scripture, it can seem as
though God had a plan in the first two-thirds of the Story (to save His chosen people, Israel, by
wrath and violence, if necessary) before shifting gears in His final move (to save the whole
world by the grace of Jesus). What happened? Did God change His mind? Have you ever
wondered if God really knows what He’s doing?
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Christians in the first century were asking the same questions, and Paul addressed them in
today’s readings. If you’ve ever felt unsure of God’s plan, this message is for you.
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Rom. 9:14-24 What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all! For he says to Moses, “I will have
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It does not, therefore, depend on human desire or effort, but on God’s mercy. For Scripture says to
Pharaoh: “I raised you up for this very purpose, that I might display my power in you and that my name
might be proclaimed in all the earth.”Therefore God has mercy on whom he wants to have mercy, and
he hardens whom he wants to harden.
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One of you will say to me: “Then why does God still blame us? For who is able to resist his will?” But who
are you, a human being, to talk back to God? “Shall what is formed say to the one who formed it, ‘Why
did you make me like this?’” Does not the potter have the right to make out of the same lump of clay
some pottery for special purposes and some for common use?
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What if God, although choosing to show his wrath and make his power known, bore with great patience
the objects of his wrath—prepared for destruction? What if he did this to make the riches of his glory
known to the objects of his mercy, whom he prepared in advance for glory— even us, whom he also
called, not only from the Jews but also from the Gentiles?
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Rom. 10:1-4, 9 Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they
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may be saved. For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on
knowledge. Since they did not know the righteousness of God and sought to establish their own, they did
not submit to God’s righteousness. Christ is the culmination of the law so that there may be
righteousness for everyone who believes. If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
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Rom. 11:11-23, 32 Again I ask: Did they stumble so as to fall beyond recovery? Not at all! Rather,
because of their transgression, salvation has come to the Gentiles to make Israel envious. But if their
transgression means riches for the world, and their loss means riches for the Gentiles, how much greater
riches will their full inclusion bring!
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I am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I take pride in my ministry in
the hope that I may somehow arouse my own people to envy and save some of them. For if their
rejection brought reconciliation to the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead? If the
part of the dough offered as firstfruits is holy, then the whole batch is holy; if the root is holy, so are the
branches.
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If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive shoot, have been grafted in
among the others and now share in the nourishing sap from the olive root, do not consider yourself to be
superior to those other branches. If you do, consider this: You do not support the root, but the root
supports you. You will say then, “Branches were broken off so that I could be grafted in.” Granted. But
they were broken off because of unbelief, and you stand by faith. Do not be arrogant, but tremble. For if
God did not spare the natural branches, he will not spare you either.
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Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God: sternness to those who fell, but kindness to you,
provided that you continue in his kindness. Otherwise, you also will be cut off. And if they do not persist
in unbelief, they will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again. For God has bound everyone
over to disobedience so that he may have mercy on them all.
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