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Have you ever felt like being a Christian doesn’t make sense intellectually ?  
Or like you had to choose between your faith and your intellect? 

 
Luke 2:46-52  After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the 

teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard him were 
amazed at his understanding and his answers. And when his parents saw him, they 

were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Your 
father and I have been searching for you in great distress.” And he said to them, “Why 
were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's house?” And 

they did not understand the saying that he spoke to them. And he went down with 
them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother treasured up 

all these things in her heart. And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature… 
What are some of the signs that Jesus was an educated, literate intellectual? 
Why did Jesus’ intellect surprise the academic elites of his day? 
 
 
Why do you think so many people in secular circles consider Christians and 
Christianity to be brainwashed, backward, and anti-intellectual?  
 
 
Have you ever struggled with particular, intellectual doubts? What were they? 
 
 
Mark 10:28-30  “The most important [commandment] is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord 
our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’” ← Jesus 
How have Jesus’ followers throughout history loved him with all their minds? 
 
 
Write down some ways Eric suggested we can love Jesus with our minds. 
 
What, specifically, do you think it means to love God with all YOUR mind?  
Name one or two things you’re going to do to love God with your intellect. 
 
 
 

 

Week 2 Study Guide | January 15, 2017 | The Story | Eric Huffman 
Have you ever felt like being a Christian doesn’t make sense intellectually ?  
Or like you had to choose between your faith and your intellect? 

 
Luke 2:46-52  After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the 

teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard him were 
amazed at his understanding and his answers. And when his parents saw him, they 

were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Your 
father and I have been searching for you in great distress.” And he said to them, “Why 
were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's house?” And 

they did not understand the saying that he spoke to them. And he went down with 
them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother treasured up 

all these things in her heart. And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature… 
What are some of the signs that Jesus was an educated, literate intellectual? 
Why did Jesus’ intellect surprise the academic elites of his day? 
 
 
Why do you think so many people in secular circles consider Christians and 
Christianity to be brainwashed, backward, and anti-intellectual?  
 
 
Have you ever struggled with particular, intellectual doubts? What were they? 
 
 
Mark 10:28-30  “The most important [commandment] is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord 
our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’” ← Jesus 
How have Jesus’ followers throughout history loved him with all their minds? 
 
 
Write down some ways Eric suggested we can love Jesus with our minds. 
 
What, specifically, do you think it means to love God with all YOUR mind?  
Name one or two things you’re going to do to love God with your intellect. 
 
 



Daily Readings | Wake Up. Read. Pray. 
Live. 
Week 2: How do you love Jesus with all your mind? 
 
Day1: Transformation  Romans 12:2  Do not conform to the patterns of this world, 
but he transformed by the renewing of your mind. 
 
Day2: Intention Philippians 4:8  Finally brothers and sisters, whatever is true, 
whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is admirable - if anything is excellent or praiseworthy - think about 
such things. 
 
Day3: Action 2 Corinthians 10:3-5  For though we live in the world, we do not 
wage war as the world does. The weapons we fight with are not the weapons 
of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. 
We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the 
knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to 
Christ. 
 
Day4: Aspiration Colossians 3:1-2  If then you have been raised with Christ, seek 
the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set 
your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 
 
Day5: Patience Proverbs 3:5  Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not 
lean on your own understanding. 
 
Day6: Humility before God Psalm 139  O Lord, you have searched me and known 
me! You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts 
from afar. You search out my path and my lying down and are acquainted with 
all my ways. Even before a word is on my tongue, behold, O Lord, you know it 
altogether. 
 
Day7: Wisdom Proverbs 3:13-18  Blessed are those who find wisdom, those who 
gain understanding, for she is more profitable than silver and yields better 
returns than gold. She is more precious than rubies; nothing you desire can 
compare with her. Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are riches and 
honor. Her ways are pleasant ways, and all her paths are peace. She is a tree of 
life to those who take hold of her; those who hold her fast will be blessed. 
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