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The percentage of Americans who identify as “nonreligious” skyrocketed over 
the past quarter-century (8% in 1990 to 23% in 2014). Eric estimates as many as 
40-50% of inside-the-beltway Houstonians are non-religious today. 
Why do you think so many people are distancing themselves from religion? 
 
 
Matthew 23:15 “Woe to you, teachers and Pharisees, hypocrites! You travel 
over land and sea to win a single convert, and when you have succeeded, you 
make them twice as much a child of hell as you are.” (see also Matt. 26:57-75 ) 
Why do you think all of Jesus’ worst enemies were the most religious guys? 
 
 

Religion is any ____________________________________ that offers 
______________________ in exchange for ________________________. 

 
What, specifically, bothered Jesus about religion? 
Salvation __________________ (Matthew 21:12-13) 
________________ and ________________ (Matthew 23:25-26) 
Mission: __________________ (Mark 3:1-6) 
 

The Bible is largely a ___________________ book, but there’s a clear 
and distinct movement toward ___________________. 

 
What are some of the differences between religion and gospel? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do you think Jesus might say to someone who’s nonreligious today? Why 
do you think that? 
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Daily Readings | Wake Up. Read. Pray. 
Live. 
Week 3: Wait. Jesus wasn’t religious?  
 
Day1: Religion  Matthew 6:1  “Beware of practicing your religion before others in 
order to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in 
heaven.” 
 
Day2: Prayer  Matthew 6:5-6  “And whenever you pray, do not be like the 
hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street 
corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received 
their reward.” 
 
Day3: Judgment Matthew 7:1-3  “Do not judge, so that you may not be judged. 
For with the judgment you make you will be judged, and the measure you give 
will be the measure you get. Why do you see the speck in your neighbor’s eye, 
but do not notice the log in your own eye?” 
 
Day4: Searching Matthew 7:7-8  “Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you 
will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks 
receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the 
door will be opened.” 
 
Day5: Golden Matthew 7:12  “In everything do to others as you would have 
them do to you; for this is the law and the prophets.” 
 
Day6: Road to Life Matthew 7:13-14  “Enter through the narrow gate; for the 
gate is wide and the road is easy that leads to destruction, and there are many 
who take it. For the gate is narrow and the road is hard that leads to life, and 
there are few who find it.” 
 
Day7: On the Rock Matthew 7:24-27  “Everyone then who hears these words of 
mind and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house on rock. The 
rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did 
not fall, because it had been founded on rock. And everyone who hears these 
words of mine and does not act on them will be like a foolish man who built his 
house on sand. The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat 
against that house, and it fell - and great was its fall!” 
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