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INTRO TO CHASING HOPE 
What do the lives of Jesus’ first disciples teach us about authentic 
Christianity? What inspiration can we glean from those women and men who gave 
it all to follow him? Each week in this series we’ll take an up-close, 
between-the-lines look at some of the everyday people who chose to follow 
Jesus, and we’ll find ourselves in each story.  

INTRO TO PRIVILEGE? 
What is privilege, and how do Christians view it differently than the wider culture?  

INTRO TO THE SONS OF THUNDER! 
Who were James and John, and what do we know about them? 
 
 
Where was ‘privilege’ evidenced in what the Bible says about their lives? 

How did the time they spent with Jesus change them? 

 

CHECK YOUR PRIVILEGE 
In what ways do you consider yourself “privileged” and how are you using your privilege to be a blessing to God and 
to the people around you? 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
BIBLE PASSAGES FROM TODAY’S MESSAGE 

 
Luke 12:48​ ​“​From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and 
from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.​” 
 
Mark 1:19-20​ ​When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee 
and his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets.​ ​Without delay he called 
them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and 
followed him. 

Mark 3:15-20​ ​These are the twelve he appointed: Simon (to whom he gave the 
name Peter),​ ​James son of Zebedee and his brother John (to them he gave the 
name Boanerges, which means “sons of thunder”),Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, 
Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot​ ​and Judas 
Iscariot, who betrayed him. 

Luke 9:51-56​ ​As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus 
resolutely set out for Jerusalem.​ ​And he sent messengers on ahead, who went 
into a Samaritan village to get things ready for him;​ ​but the people there did 
not welcome him, because he was heading for Jerusalem.​ ​When the disciples 
James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you want us to call fire down 
from heaven to destroy them?”​ ​But Jesus turned and rebuked them.​ ​Then he and 
his disciples went to another village. 

Mark 10:35-40​ Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. 
“Teacher,” they said, “we want you to do for us whatever we ask.” 

“What do you want me to do for you?” he asked. 

They replied, “Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in 
your glory.” 

“You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said. “Can you drink the cup I 
drink or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?” 

“We can,” they answered. 

Jesus said to them, “You will drink the cup I drink and be baptized with the 
baptism I am baptized with, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to 
grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared.” 
 

Mark 10:41​ ​When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James and 
John. 

 
Mark 10:42-45​ Jesus called them together and said, “You know that those who 
are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high 
officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever 
wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be 
first must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, 
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

 


