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INTRO TO CHASING HOPE

What do the lives of Jesus’ first disciples teach us about authentic
Christianity? What inspiration can we glean from those women and men who gave
it all to follow him? Each week in this series we’ll take an up-close,
between-the-1lines look at some of the everyday people who chose to follow
Jesus, and we’ll find ourselves in each story.

INTRO TO SCOUNDRELS

What did tax collectors do, and why were they so despised in the first-century Jewish world?

In your opinion, what types of people today might be as despised as tax collectors were back then?

INTRO TO ZACCHAEUS

Who was Zacchaeus, and what all do we know about him?

Why did Zacchaeus climb the tree? And why did Jesus approach him?

What happened when Jesus went to Zacchaeus’ house? What is the meaning of the phrase “son of Abraham”?

SCANDALOUS GRACE

Why is grace such a scandal?

Can you think of anyone whose behavior is undeserving of God’s forgiveness?



BIBLE PASSAGES FROM TODAY’S MESSAGE

Exodus 2:11-15 One day, after Moses had grown up, he went out to where his own people were and
watched them at their hard labor. He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his own people. Looking
this way and that and seeing no one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. The next day he went
out and saw two Hebrews fighting. He asked the one in the wrong, “Why are you hitting your fellow
Hebrew?” The man said, “Who made you ruler and judge over us? Are you thinking of killing me as you
killed the Egyptian?” Then Moses was afraid and thought, “What I did must have become known.” When
Pharaoh heard of this, he tried to kill Moses, but Moses fled from Pharaoh and went to live in Midian,
where he sat down by a well.

Luke 19:1-10 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus;
he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was short
he could not see over the crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus
was coming that way.

When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must
stay at your house today.” So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. All the people saw this and
began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.”

But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to
the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything,I will pay back four times the amount.” Jesus said
to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. For the Son
of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

John 4:4-26 Now he had to go through Samaria. So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the
plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from
the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon. When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus
said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) The Samaritan
woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” (For
Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)

Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have
asked him and he would have given you living water.” “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw
with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, who
gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?”

Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I
give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling
up to eternal life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that [ won’t get thirsty and have to
keep coming here to draw water.”

He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.” “I have no husband,” she replied. Jesus said to her,
“You are right when you say you have no husband. The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man
you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.” “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see
that you are a prophet. Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place
where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”

“Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this
mountain nor in Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do
know, for salvation is from the Jews. Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers
will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks.
God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.”

The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will explain
everything to us.” Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.



