Summer Bible Study: The Book of Daniel
Session 5:
Chapter 7
The Beasts from the Sea & The Son of Man
The final visions, chs.11 & 12
Summary Chapter 1-6
●
●
●
●

Daniel deported as teenager
He’s from the line of Judah
He strengthens and solidifies his relationship with God
He’s tested and tried

●
●
●

Summary Chapters 7-12
Instead of interpreting other dreams, God gives Daniel dreams and visions
Chapters 7-12 are prophetic in nature
Even in the New Testament, Jesus authenticates Daniel as God’s prophet in his famous
passage about “the end times,” read Matthew 24:15-22:
“So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes desolation,’ spoken of
through the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand— then let those who are in Judea ﬂee to
the mountains. Let no one on the housetop go down to take anything out of the house. Let no one
in the ﬁeld go back to get their cloak.

The Impermanence of World Empires
Similar to Revelation, there are various ways to interpret Daniel. A popular view correlates
Daniel chapter 2 and 7 to ancient empires, readily identifying their innate characteristics, while
another popular view finds both chapters merely allegorical and relating to the impermanence of
worldly empires and the (human) never-ending quest for power. The allegorical interpretative
lense insists that, just like Revelation, the prophetic portions of Daniel are meant to instill God’s
hope in our hearts without digging into historical matters. And it certainly does, the book of
Daniel puts God’s power into contrast with worldly powers, and there are stark differences.
However, it is far more interesting to read it through the lens of ancient history that reflects
events that are yet to come. In chapter seven, the historial/futuristic view clarifies many of the
matters relating to the fourth beast, which are truly hard to read without a historial/futuristic lens.
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Historical/Futuristic View of the Kingdoms
Gold - Babylon
Silver - Persia
Brass - Greece
Iron - Rome I
Iron + Clay - Rome II

Allegorical View
Chapters 2 and 7 do not represent historical
kingdoms and they could very well be current
kingdoms such as the “Russian bear, the
Chinese dragon, or the American eagle.”
Same with rulers - “Nebuchadneszzar turns
into a Darius, who becomes an Alexander the
Great and then Antiochus Epiphanes, the
Selucid King who brutally oppressed the
Jews in the mid-second century BC.”

Chapter 7: Exegesis
-Dreams and visions - he saw and recorded the revelation given to him
-(Vs.3) ”The Great Sea” is also used in revelation to denote a “mass of humanity” - See
Revelation 13. This suggests the beasts rose and will rise from specific and powerful societies,
countries, or empires.
-The revelation given to Daniel saw four beasts. Each of the bests is an empire:
-Beast 1 - Lion
● Allusion to Babylon. One of the ancient cultures that adopted the lion as a symbol is
Babylon - the “winged” lions were the main feature displayed through the “Ishtar” gate.

-Beast 2 - Bear
● (Vs. 5) Allusion to the Persian Kingdom due to its strength. Cyrus built a powerful
kingdom with a powerful army 2.5 million men, they were formidable and intimidating to
their subjects.
● 3 ribs in his mouth: allusion to the conquest of three major ancient kingdoms that
established it: Babylon, Egypt, and Lydia.
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Beast 3: Leopard
● (Vs. 6) Allusion to the Greek empire. Leopard with wings - a fast moving beast
● Allusion to Alexander the Great - in just a few years he conquered most of the ancient
world, by 29 y/o - all the way to India
● Dies at young age
● Four of top generals divide - becomes the Greek empire
Beast 4:
● (Vs. 7) Different from the other beasts
● Dreadful and terrible
● Strong and merciless - not content with subduing other empires, it breaks them into
pieces and devours them. Previous ‘beasts’ conquered and took empires, but this beast
destroys instead of taking advantage of them. Nebuchaednezzar assimilated and even
used the brightest from other kingdoms for Babylon’s advantage. Same thing with
Persians, Greeks, and Romans, there are Jewish leaders and leaders from other
empires found in their historical records. Romans even offered citizenship after 25 years
of service.
● Daniel doesn’t ask a lot about the first, second, or third beasts, but the fourth beast he
seems to struggle to describe, couldn’t even give it an “earthly animal” comparison. But
he makes it clear it is a “beast” - the allusion is to a human beast.
● It had 10 horns, parallel to the 10 toes in Daniel 2. (Vs. 8) There’s an 11th horn. This one
comes up from among the 10. Three of the horns refuse to accept the 11th horn. It’s
important to remember that in primitive cultures the power of an animal was symbolized
by the horn. A horn means authority or power, and the bigger the horn, the stronger the
beast.
● Daniel presents the 11th horn as a person that has “eyes like a man.” Yet it is important
to understand the symbolism because in Revelation this man is also presented as a
“beast from the sea,” the son of satan himself, Revelation 13:1-4:
“The dragon stood on the shore of the sea. And I saw a beast coming out of the sea. It had ten
horns and seven heads, with ten crowns on its horns, and on each head a blasphemous name.
The beast I saw resembled a leopard, but had feet like those of a bear and a mouth like that of a
lion. The dragon gave the beast his power and his throne and great authority. One of the heads of
the beast seemed to have had a fatal wound, but the fatal wound had been healed. The whole
world was ﬁlled with wonder and followed the beast. People worshiped the dragon because he
had given authority to the beast, and they also worshiped the beast and asked, “Who is like the
beast? Who can wage war against it?”

●

Revelation 13:3 interlude: The rise to power of this beast has to do with a “mimiquing” of
the resurrection, it survives a deadly wound
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●

●

●

Several mentions and names for this beast:
+ Little Horn: Daniel 7:8-11, 21-26, 7:9-12, 23-25
+ Emerging King - Daniel 9:26
+ Beast: Revelation - 11:7, 11:13, Daniel 7
+ False Prophet - Revelation 13
+ Antichrist - 1 John 2:22
+ Lawless One - 2 Thessalonians 2
+ Man of Sin - 2 Thessalonians 2:3
+ Intellectual Genius - Daniel 7:20, 8:23
+ Great Orator - Daniel 7:20, Revelation 13:2
+ Great Politician - “By peace he shall destroy many…” - Daniel 8:25, 11:21
+ Rich - Revelation 13:17, Daniel 11:38-43
+ Military Leader - Daniel 8:23-24, Revelation 6:2, Revelation 13:4
+ Religious Guru (Son of Satan) - 2 Thessalonians 2:4, Revelation 13:2
2(Vs 8 & 11) Speaks great things, boastfully, in Revelation it’s expanded to great
‘blasphemies’ against God. Compare to Revelation 13:5: “The beast was given a mouth
to utter proud words and blasphemies and to exercise its authority for forty-two months.”
This beast does not come to power by making war, but by bringing forth “ﬁctitious
peace.”
(Vs. 11, 26, 27) The beast will be judged and thrown into the fire, but the same theme
continues in Revelation with the beast being destroyed in blazing fire. Important to
notice:
+ Although the other beasts were also fearsome, they were not destroyed in the
same manner, they were stripped of their authority instead: “The other beasts
had been stripped of their authority, but were allowed to live for a period of time.”
+ The fourth beast had to be dealt with with divine power. Also see Daniel 8:23-25:
“In the latter part of their reign, when rebels have become completely wicked, a
ﬁerce-looking king, a master of intrigue, will arise. He will become very strong, but
not by his own power. He will cause astounding devastation and will succeed in
whatever he does. He will destroy those who are mighty, the holy people. He will
cause deceit to prosper, and he will consider himself superior. When they feel
secure, he will destroy many and take his stand against the Prince of princes. Yet
he will be destroyed, but not by human power
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Q&A
Why do these prophetic passages regarding the fourth beast should matter
to modern day Chrisitians? Read: Matthew 24:4-6

Do you ﬁnd the vision regarding the sovereignty of God hopeful as it relates
to the eschaton (end times)?

Further Interpretation of Daniel’s Vision:
Key Themes:
● Sovereignty of God, “The Ancient of Days,” is present amidst the chaos of the kingdoms
of this world, see verses 9, 10, 13, 17, 18. The key verses are 9-10 and 16-18, declaring
the victory of the Most High and His people:
○ “As I looked, “thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took his seat.
His clothing was as white as snow; the hair of his head was white like wool. His
throne was ﬂaming with ﬁre, and its wheels were all ablaze. A river of ﬁre was
ﬂowing, coming out from before him. Thousands upon thousands attended him;
ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him. The court was seated, and
the books were opened. (Read Revelation 5)
○ “The four great beasts are four kingdoms that will rise from the earth. But the
saints of the Most High will receive the kingdom and will process it for ever – yes,
for ever and ever.”
● Christ Foreshadowing: There is a prophetic foreshadowing of Christ in chapter 13, the
vision of the “son of man.” The ‘Son of Man” is given everlasting dominion and glory
(purchased through the cross):
“In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like the son of man, coming with the
clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was
given authority, glory, and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language
worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom
is one that will never be destroyed.” Daniel 7:13-14

Other important themes:
● (Vs. 21) Made war against saints and prevailed against them - parallel to Rev 13
“overcame saints” for a time, but only as permitted by God: “...until the Ancient of Days
came and pronounced judgment in favor of the holy people of the Most High, and the
time came when they possessed the kingdom.”
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●

●

●

●

(Vs. 23) “It will be different from all the other kingdoms and will devour the whole earth,
trampling it down and crashing it” – alluding to the global kingdom “united” by the
government of the ‘beast’. This is an ancient pursuit since the tower of Babel, and it has
been proven over time that the perennial reign of anyone other than God inevitably leads
to tyranny. In this situation, the world will be governed by the son of satan himself.
(Vs. 24) Ten kingdoms will rise from the world - it’s hard to speculate who this “beast” will
be because we do not know the key players. People speculated for a while that it’s the
European Union, but we simply do not know.
(Vs. 25) It’s presumed that the “beast” will turn Judeo-Christian norms and holidays
upside down and establish new ones that center around the establishment of his rule:
“He will speak against the Most High and oppress his holy people and try to change the
set times and the laws.”
(Vs. 25) “The holy people will be delivered into his hands for a time, times and half a
time.” This timeline is not unique to Daniel, and it’s the exact same timeline provided in
other parts of scripture:
+ Time, times, and half a time: Daniel 7:25, Daniel 12:7, Revelation 12:14
+ 3 ½ years: Daniel 9:27, 12:7
+ 42 months: Revelation 11:2, 13:5
+ 1260 days: Revelation 11:3, Daniel 12:6
Conclusions: Chapters 11 & 12
The Prophecies of a World Ruler, World Religion, and World War
The King Who Exalts Himself - Daniel 11:36-39

“The king will do as he pleases. He will exalt and magnify himself above every god and will say unheard-of
things against the God of gods. He will be successful until the time of wrath is completed, for what has
been determined must take place. He will show no regard for the gods of his ancestors or for the one
desired by women, nor will he regard any god, but will exalt himself above them all. Instead of them, he
will honor a god of fortresses; a god unknown to his ancestors he will honor with gold and silver, with
precious stones and costly gifts. He will attack the mightiest fortresses with the help of a foreign god
and will greatly honor those who acknowledge him. He will make them rulers over many people and will
distribute the land at a price.”

Important references:
2 Corinthians 4:4
“Satan, who is the god of this world, has blinded the minds of those who don’t believe. They are unable
to see the glorious light of the Good News. They don’t understand this message about the glory of
Christ, who is the exact likeness of God.”
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Matthew 4:8-9
Again, the devil took him [Jesus] to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world
and their splendor. 9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.”

Revelation 13:1-8
The dragon stood on the shore of the sea. And I saw a beast coming out of the sea. It had ten horns and
seven heads, with ten crowns on its horns, and on each head a blasphemous name. The beast I saw
resembled a leopard, but had feet like those of a bear and a mouth like that of a lion. The dragon gave the
beast his power and his throne and great authority. One of the heads of the beast seemed to have had a
fatal wound, but the fatal wound had been healed. The whole world was ﬁlled with wonder and followed
the beast. People worshiped the dragon because he had given authority to the beast, and they also
worshiped the beast and asked, “Who is like the beast? Who can wage war against it?”
The beast was given a mouth to utter proud words and blasphemies and to exercise its authority for
forty-two months. It opened its mouth to blaspheme God, and to slander his name and his dwelling place
and those who live in heaven. It was given power to wage war against God’s holy people and to conquer
them. And it was given authority over every tribe, people, language and nation. All inhabitants of the
earth will worship the beast—all whose names have not been written in the Lamb’s book of life, the Lamb
who was slain from the creation of the world.
Revelation 13:15
“The second beast was given power to give breath to the image of the ﬁrst beast, so that the image could
speak and cause all who refused to worship the image to be killed.”

Matthew 24:22-28
The Destruction of the Temple and Signs of the End Times
“If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will
be shortened. At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Messiah!’ or, ‘There he is!’ do not
believe it. For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and wonders to
deceive, if possible, even the elect. See, I have told you ahead of time. “So if anyone tells you, ‘There he is,
out in the wilderness,’ do not go out; or, ‘Here he is, in the inner rooms,’ do not believe it. For as lightning
that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. Wherever
there is a carcass, there the vultures will gather.”
Revelation 13:15-17
“The second beast was given power to give breath to the image of the ﬁrst beast, so that the image could
speak and cause all who refused to worship the image to be killed. It also forced all people, great and
small, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their right hands or on their foreheads, 17 so that
they could not buy or sell unless they had the mark, which is the name of the beast or the number of its
name.”
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Chapter 11 is one of the most complex and confusing chapters in scripture. Although it presents
a pretty detailed and complex account of wars, it is again hard to determine which kingdoms
Daniels saw in his vision. Some interpretations (like the one from the Bible Project) attempt to
assign ancient kingdoms to Daniel’s vision, but unfortunately, they are not exactly accurate
based on historical battles and events. Some important things to be mindful of regarding
chapters 11 and 12:
1. (11:40-45) Trouble for Israel
“At the time of the end the king of the South will engage him in battle, and the king of the North will storm
out against him with chariots and cavalry and a great ﬂeet of ships. He will invade many countries and
sweep through them like a ﬂood. He will also invade the Beautiful Land. Many countries will fall, but
Edom, Moab and the leaders of Ammon will be delivered from his hand. He will extend his power over
many countries; Egypt will not escape. He will gain control of the treasures of gold and silver and all the
riches of Egypt, with the Libyans and Cushites in submission. But reports from the east and the north will
alarm him, and he will set out in a great rage to destroy and annihilate many. He will pitch his royal tents
between the seas at the beautiful holy mountain. Yet he will come to his end, and no one will help him.

2. A time of great suffering, destruction, judgment, and reward of the righteous
The prophetic precision between Daniel, Jesus’ own words in Matthew, and Revelation are
astounding, especially regarding the reign of the “antichrist,” desecration of the temple, and end
times.
The End Times | Daniel 12:1, 12:11-13
“At that time Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will arise. There will be a time of distress
such as has not happened from the beginning of nations until then. But at that time your
people—everyone whose name is found written in the book—will be delivered. Multitudes who sleep in
the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt.
Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to
righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever. But you, Daniel, roll up and seal the words of the scroll until
the time of the end. Many will go here and there to increase knowledge.”
“From the time that the daily sacriﬁce is abolished and the abomination that causes desolation is set up,
there will be 1,290 days. Blessed is the one who waits for and reaches the end of the 1,335 days. ‘As for
you, go your way till the end. You will rest, and then at the end of the days you will rise to receive your
allotted inheritance.’”

Jesus’ Warning Regarding the End Times Parallel to the Prophetic Outlook of
Daniel Chapters 11-12
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Matthew 24:15-24
“So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes desolation,’ spoken of through
the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand— then let those who are in Judea ﬂee to the mountains. Let
no one on the housetop go down to take anything out of the house. Let no one in the ﬁeld go back to get
their cloak. How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! Pray that
your ﬂight will not take place in winter or on the Sabbath. 21 For then there will be great distress,
unequaled from the beginning of the world until now—and never to be equaled again.
“If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will
be shortened. At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Messiah!’ or, ‘There he is!’ do not
believe it. For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and wonders to
deceive, if possible, even the elect. See, I have told you ahead of time.”
Matthew 24:30-31
“Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. And then all the peoples of the earth will mourn
when they see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory. And he will
send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end
of the heavens to the other.”
Revelation 16:12-16
“The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up to prepare
the way for the kings from the East. Then I saw three impure spirits that looked like frogs; they came out
of the mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet. They
are demonic spirits that perform signs, and they go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them for
the battle on the great day of God Almighty.
‘Look, I come like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake and remains clothed, so as not to go naked
and be shamefully exposed.’
Then they gathered the kings together to the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon.”
Revelation 19:19
“Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to wage war against
the rider on the horse and his army. But the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who had
performed the signs on its behalf. With these signs he had deluded those who had received the mark of
the beast and worshiped its image. The two of them were thrown alive into the ﬁery lake of burning sulfur.
The rest were killed with the sword coming out of the mouth of the rider on the horse, and all the birds
gorged themselves on their ﬂesh.”
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