AND THERE WAS LIGHT:
Unwrapping the Wonder of Christmas

Year after year people everywhere expect to experience the joy and wonder of Christmas through the gifts,
gatherings, traditions and twinkling lights. But what if this Christmas meant something more? According to John's
Gospel, the birth of Jesus was a historical event of cosmic proportions. That's because Jesus was no ordinary child. He

is Immanuel - the eternal God with us - the fulfillment of ancient prophecies, and the true Light for all mankind.
From the very beginning, he was, is, and will always be our only Savior. So how would this Christmas be different if -
instead of presents and parties - we chose to be wrapped up in the awe and wonder of almighty God coming to
Earth so you can be reborn, fully forgiven, and truly loved by our heavenly Father? Join us this December at The Story,
as we begin our journey through the Gospel of John and encounter the true meaning of Christmas: The Word
became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son... full
of grace and truth. - John 1:14

December 7, 2025 - A Witness to the Light

Have you ever been a witness to something significant - like an accident, a crime, or a wedding? If so, how would you describe
your responsibility as a witness?

The first chapter of Jobn is largely based on the first chapter of Genesis, which begins this way:
Gen 1:1, 3-4 - In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. And God said, “Let there be light,” and
there was light. God saw that the light was good, and He separated the light from the darkness.”

Similarly, John begins bis gospel like this:
John 1:1, 4-5 - In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God... In him
was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.”

‘What point was John making about Jesus by starting his gospel this way?

Next, Jobn introduces another important figure in the story of Jesus:
In 1:6-8 - There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify concerning that
light, so that through him all might believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.

The Two Johns
John the Apostle - Born ~10 AD, Disciple of Jesus, Son of Zebedee, Brother of James, Author of the Gospel of
John, 1/2/3 John, and Revelation, Died ~100 AD, Super-fast!

John the Baptist - Born ~4 BC, Cousin of Jesus, Son of Zechariah and Elizabeth, Preached and baptized many
prior to Jesus’ ministry, Beheaded ~29 AD.

3 Things We Can Learn from John the Baptist

1. He was sent by so that might believe
Matthew 3:1-2, 4 - In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea and saying,
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the
whole region of the Jordan. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.

‘What was John the Baptist’s specific mission?

TAKEAWAY #1: Know Your

What is your understanding of the purpose of your life?



3 Things We Can Learn from John the Baptist

2. He himself was not
Matthew 3:4-6, 11 “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more powerful than
I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”

What stands out to you about John the Baptist in this passage?

TAKEAWAY #2: Know Your

‘What are some of your limitations, and how do you acknowledge them without letting them get the best of you?

3 Things We Can Learn from John the Baptist

3. He came only as a to the
John 3:26-28, 30-31 - They came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, that man who was with you on the other side
of the Jordan - the one you testified about - look, he is baptizing, and everyone is going to him.” To this John

replied... “I'am not the Messiah but am sent ahead of him... He must become greater; I must become less. The one

who comes from above is above all...”

‘What was John the Baptist’s particular challenge at this point in his life?

TAKEAWAY #3: Know Your

How do you stay humble - especially when you’re riding high?

How - if at all - do you bear witness about Jesus to the world? What opportunities to bear witness have you been missing?

Last Overflow of 2025 TONIGHT!
©V@ r ﬁ I] A Our last Overflow gathering of the semester is happening this

AVL-Y 28 F-1""A < cning at 630pm! Drop your 6th-12th grade student off at the
@ VEATr f [] OW church for a fun time of teaching, Christmas themed activities,
and more.

Champion Project Christmas Wishes

This year we're partnering with the Champion Project to spread
Christmas cheer to foster kids! Visit thestory.church/wishes to
learn more about shopping for their gifts, volunteering at our

. . event on 12/13, or "sponsoring" a child.

|LIBI¥EN: Grab your FREE tickets for Children’s Christmas Choir!
C‘:\Rls TMASS Tickets for our Children's Christmas Choir show on Sunday,
December 14 at 5:30pm are now available! Visit
thestory.church/events to learn more and grab free tickets for
your whole family.




